3o                       THE WORSHIP OF TREES                   CHAP.

sup- certain trees, which they therefore spare.     If they are obliged
,osedtobeto fcjj one of these trees, they excuse themselves to it by
ynthesouis saying that it was the  priest who made them  do  It.    The
.f thedead. Spjrj^s ^ake up their abode, by preference, in tall and stately
trees with great spreading branches.     When the wind rustles
the leaves, the natives fancy it is the voice of the spirit; and
they never  pass  near one  of  these  trees without   bowing
respectfully, and asking pardon of the spirit for disturbing
his repose.    Among the  Ignorrotes, in the district of Le-
panto, every village has its sacred tree, in which the souls
of the dead forefathers of the hamlet reside.     Offerings are
made to the tree, and any injury done to it is believed to
entail some misfortune on the village.    Were the tree cut
down, the village and all its inhabitants would inevitably
perish.1    The natives of Bontoc, a province in the north of
Luzon, cut down the woods near their villages, but leave a
few fine trees standing as the abode of the spirits of their
ancestors (anito$)\ and they honour the spirits by depositing
food under the trees.2    The Dyaks believe that when a man
dies by accident, as by drowning, it is a sign that the gods
mean to exclude him from the realms of bliss.     Accordingly
his body is not buried, but carried into the forest and there
laid down.    The souls of such unfortunates pass into trees
or animals or fish, and are much dreaded by the Dyaks, who
abstain from using certain kinds of wood, or eating certain
sorts of fish, because they are supposed to contain the souls
of the dead.8    Once, while walking with a Dyak through the
jungle, Sir Hugh Low observed that his companion, after
raising his sword to strike a great snake, suddenly arrested
his arm and suffered the reptile to escape.    On asking the
reason, he was told by the Dyak that the bush in front of
which they were standing had been a man, a kinsman of his
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